
           Canary Islands 

Macaronesian Endemics and Seabirds 
14th to 20th May 2018 (7 days) 

 

 
Houbara Bustard by David Hoddinott 

 

These sun-drenched islands, belonging to Spain, lie just north of the African coastline and the Tropic of 

Cancer and were known by the Greeks as the remnants of the lost Kingdom of Atlantis. The earliest 

settlers were the Gaunches, sturdy people with blue eyes and fair hair, who were eventually displaced 

by Spanish invaders before finally settling in South America. Called the “Garden of Europe” due to a 

wonderful climate, it’s a place where flowers and vegetables can be grown in the middle of the European 

winter.  

 On this tour, we travel from the desert-like landscape of Fuerteventura to the moist forested 

slopes of Tenerife, a volcanic island with huge tracts of solidified lava. The isolation of these islands has 

favoured the evolution of endemic forms of species including Laurel and Bolle’s Pigeons, Canary Islands 
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Stonechat, Goldcrest (Canary Island Kinglet), Canary Island Chiffchaff and Blue Chaffinch. There are 

also important breeding seabird colonies holding Cory’s Shearwater and Barolo (Little) Shearwater. 

This promises to be a pleasant week with comfortable hotels, excellent cuisine, stunning scenery 

and a selection of Island endemics. 
 

THE ITINERARY 

Day 1 Arrival on Fuerteventura Island 

Days 2 & 3 Fuerteventura Island 

Day 4  Fuerteventura Island to Tenerife Island 

Days 5 & 6 Tenerife Island 

Day 7  Depart Tenerife 
 

TOUR ROUTE MAP… 
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THE TOUR IN DETAIL… 
 

Day 1: Arrival on Fuerteventura Island.  

After arriving at the easternmost Canary 

Island – Fuerteventura - we should have time 

to do some initial exploration of the island, 

such as a visit to the Los Molinos reservoir. 

This sometimes holds Black-crowned Night 

Heron, Black-winged Stilt, Little Ringed and 

Kentish Plovers, and Green and Wood 

Sandpipers. Spotted, Baillon’s and Little 

Crakes have also been recorded here on 

passage, staying for a day or two before 

heading south. The surrounding scrub is often 

a good place to see the endemic Canary 

Islands Stonechat, which is not only endemic 

to the Canary Islands but endemic to the island 

of Fuerteventura. 

 

Days 2 & 3: Fuerteventura Island.  This windswept, sandy, Saharan looking island lies a mere 110km 

from the North African coastline. During the summer months, the hot Harmattan winds blow across from 

the Sahara Desert. The island has a North African feel due to its villages with palm trees and hedges of 

prickly pears. We will, however, be spending our time in the interior where few people occur. In 

particular, we will be looking for the Canary Islands Stonechat, a bird that perches on the tops of the 

Euphorbia or dry scrubby bushes. This is an attractive species that looks like a cross between a Stonechat 

and a Whinchat. Another bird we search for in this area is the vulnerable Houbara Bustard (of the endemic 

race, Chlamydotis undulata fuertaventurae), which has a healthy population here but has been hunted to 

extinction over much of its North African range. The bustards rely on their cryptic plumage and we will 

have to carefully scan the gravel plains to 

locate this species. Dainty Cream-colored 

Courser and large-eyed Eurasian Stone-

curlew occur on these gravel plains, 

alongside small flocks of Black-bellied 

Sandgrouse.  

 

In these desolate areas, we may also find 

Eurasian Hoopoe, Lesser Short-toed Lark, 

the endemic Berthelot’s Pipit, Southern 

Grey Shrike, attractive little Sardinian 

Warbler and small flocks of Trumpeter 

Finch. Heavy vegetation is scarce but 

worth investigating, as this may hold 

Barbary Partridge and Spectacled Warbler. 

Northern Raven and Egyptian Vulture are 

often seen soaring over the dry plains, 

Cream-colored Courser by Werner Suter 

Black-bellied Sandgrouse by Adam Riley 
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while endearing Barbary Ground Squirrels are regular. 

 

Day 4: Fuerteventura Island to Tenerife 

Island.  Today we take a flight to Tenerife 

Island. Upon arrival, we will settle into our 

accommodation, after which we should have 

time for some initial explorations. 

 

Days 5 & 6: Tenerife Island.  This is the largest 

of the Canary Islands (2,057 km²) and we spend 

two full days birding here, including a visit to 

Pico de Teide, a large volcanic crater that is the 

“highest mountain in Spain” at 3 718m. The 

crater has large black lava fields with twisted 

rock formations, and a trip across the plateau 

gives the impression of being on the surface of 

the moon! There are a number of vegetation 

types here but our primary focus is the Laurel 

forests on the moister northern slopes, as opposed to the southern area of the island that tends to be 

sunnier, drier and windier. These forested slopes hold the endemic Laurel and Bolle’s Pigeons, both of 

which are shy denizens of the forest. We will stand at vantage points to look out for the pigeons as they 

fly across the more open places. 

 

In other areas, we will look for Atlantic Canary, known for its lovely song and which can be found in 

small flocks almost anywhere on the island. These birds were previously caught by sailors and exported 

to Europe in the 15th century. Rocky crags throughout the island hold the endemic form of Rock Dove. 

Above 800m we reach pine forest, home to the stunning Blue or Canary Island Chaffinch. An unusual 

looking subspecies of the Common Chaffinch, Fringilla coelebs 

tintillon, also occurs here. The local African Blue Tit, with an 

unusual plumage and more unusual habit of acting like a tree-

creeper, is proposed as a full species. The Canary Island Kinglet, 

or Goldcrest as it is known, is also widely considered a full species. 

It is an attractively plumaged bird and occurs in mixed forest. The 

Canary Islands Chiffchaff with its distinctive song can be heard 

throughout the woodlands. Other possible birds in this area include 

the local races of Common Buzzard, Greater Spotted Woodpecker 

and European Robin. 

 

In the south of the island, the dry plains coupled with tall 

Euphorbias give this area a desert appearance. Birds here include 

the endemic Berthelot’s Pipit, Spectacled Warbler, Spanish 

Sparrow and Plain Swift, with Yellow-legged Gull patrolling the 

shorelines.  

 

The islands are also well known for their interesting selection of 

shearwaters and petrels and on our stay in Tenerife, we will take 

Blue Chaffinch by David Hoddinott 

Trumpeter Finch by Markus Lilje 
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the inter-island ferry between Tenerife to Garajonay National Park on Gomera Island. Cory’s Shearwater 

is the most common pelagic species and we should obtain good views as they bank alongside the boat, 

while European Storm Petrel and Barolo (Little) Shearwater occur in smaller numbers. If we are very 

lucky, we may see White-faced or Band-rumped (Madeiran) Storm Petrels, Short-finned Pilot Whale and 

Bottlenose Dolphin. There are a variety of unique flowers and butterflies to be found as well. 

 

Day 7: Depart Tenerife.  The tour will end this morning at Tenerife South Airport where we shall take 

our international flight home. 

 

FINANCIAL ARRANGEMENTS: 

Tour dates, prices, single supplement rates, approximate flight costs and spaces available for this 

tour are displayed on our website. Please see under IMPORTANT NOTES below. 

 

The tour fees include: 

 All accommodations on a sharing basis; 

 All meals from dinner on day 1 to breakfast on day 7; 

 All ground transportation during the tour; 

 Bottled drinking water throughout; 

 All entrance parks, nature reserves, and other birding sites visited on the itinerary; 

 Ferry transport to/from Gomera Island; 

 Gratuities for hotel staff, porters and local guides (where applicable); and 

 Guiding services and costs of a Rockjumper leader. 

 

The tour fee does NOT include: 

 Any international or domestic flights (or associated taxes); 

 Any Visa or airport departure fees; 

 Any beverages; 

 Special gratuities; and 

 Telephone calls, laundry and other items of a personal nature. 

 

IMPORTANT NOTES:  

 Due to constantly fluctuating exchange rates, we quote our tours in 4 currencies. The tour 

price is however fixed only in the currency printed in bold, and the actual cost in the other 

currencies listed will be adjusted according to prevailing exchange rates at the time of final 

invoicing (usually 4 months before the tour.) The same applies to approximate flight and 

single supplement rates, which are also quoted in the respective fixed currency. 

 Rates are based upon group tariffs; if the tour does not have sufficient registration a small 

party supplement will have to be charged. 

 Furthermore, these costs are subject to unforeseen increases in tour related costs and may 

have to be adjusted as a result. 

 Lastly, we may be forced to change or alter the itinerary at short or no notice due to 

unforeseen circumstances; please be aware that we will attempt to adhere as close to the 

original program as possible. 

 

 

http://www.rockjumperbirding.com/tourinfo/canary-islands-macaronesian-endemics-2018
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Tipping:  

As noted above, gratuities (drivers, hotel staff, restaurants etc.) are included on this tour. However, this 

does NOT include your Rockjumper leader. If, therefore, you feel that he has given you excellent service, 

it is entirely appropriate to tip him. 

 

ARRIVAL AND DEPARTURE DETAILS: 

This tour does NOT include ANY airfares. The tour will depart from El Matorral Airport, Fuerteventura 

in the early afternoon of day 1. There will be time for some afternoon birding before a welcome dinner. 

The tour will end after breakfast on day 7 at Tenerife South Airport.  

 The above information in respect of arrivals and departures is a guide only. Precise arrival and 

departure information will be sent to you in your Tour Confirmation package once the tour has been 

officially confirmed. If you wish to arrive early and/or depart late and would like assistance in this regard, 

kindly contact the Rockjumper office. 

 

FLIGHTS: 

El Matorral Airport, Fuerteventura (IATA: FUE) is the main port of entry into the Canary Islands on this 

tour and is easily reached on numerous budget European airlines. The tour will depart from Tenerife 

South Airport (IATA: TFS) on the island of Tenerife, which is also well serviced by many budget 

European carriers as well as a number of international airlines. We have the capacity to advise you on 

the best route according to your preferences, but your local travel agent will best be able to book these 

flights for you. NB: Please DO NOT book any flights until you have consulted the Rockjumper 

office for confirmation on the status of the tour. 

 
Rockjumper Birding Ltd 

Labourdonnais Village 

Mapou 

Mauritius 

Tel (USA & Canada) toll free: 1-888-990-5552 

Email: info@rockjumperbirding.com 

Alternative email: rockjumperbirding@yahoo.com 

Website: www.rockjumperbirding.com 

mailto:info@rockjumperbirding.com
mailto:rockjumperbirding@yahoo.com
http://www.rockjumperbirding.com/

